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Body, by illegally issuing several decrees of condem-
nation to death, "by annihilating the responsibility of
the Ministers, the independence of the bench, and
the liberty of the press." They were to accuse him
with completing the misfortunes of their country uby
the abuse of all the means entrusted to him, both
men and money, for war, and his refusal to treat
on conditions which the national interest required
him to accept/1 They themselves, the accomplices
of his faults, were to proclaim his fall. Malet only
forestalled their feelings, their language; only they
did not wait to be told that the Emperor was dead.
Malet's conspiracy was not merely a prophecy; it was
the exact programme of the different revolutions
still hidden in the future. October 28, 1812, no one
gave a thought to the King of Home ; who, July 29,
1880, was to think of the Duke of Bordeaux ? of the
Count of Paris. February 24, 1848? September 4,
1870, of the Prince Imperial?

The President of the Senate continued his address.
" The Senate," he said, " is the Emperor's first Coun-
cil ; its authority exists only when the Monarch calls
for it, and sets it in motion; it is established for the
preservation of this monarchy and the inheritance of
your throne in our fourth dynasty. France and pos-
terity will find it always faithful to this sacred duty ;
arid all its members will ever be ready to die in
defence of this palladium of the national security and
prosperity/' Chateaubriand, commenting on this
passage, says: "The Senate, in presuming to eon-